
The Agony-Busting Way to Search for Flights











Remember the days when you had to go to a travel agent or spend hours on the phone trying to book the most convenient flight at an affordable rate?


Well, an online flight search solution called Hipmunk might make your life a bit easier.


Despite the odd-sounding name, it is relatively easy to use. By providing a quick-glimpse chart, users are able to combine essential elements like price, duration, number of stops, dates and times, all in one easy-to-view page, without the need to continuously change dates or backtrack. 


One especially appealing function is the “agony” category. It measures the combined level of inconvenience against the anticipated savings generated by any given ticket. 


Try it out for yourself by visiting www.hipmunk.com.











How to Master the Perfect Handshake


Shaking hands is a common practice, but it appears there are right and wrong ways to do it. Following are some tips from research conducted by car company Chevrolet:


Completeness of Grip: Use a full grip. 


Dry Hands: Clammy, sweaty hands are a major no-no.


Strength: Use steady pressure, but don’t overdo it.


Position of the Hand: Extend your hand toward the other person.


Vigor: The key is to keep it moderate.


Temperature of Hands: Not too cold and not too hot.


Texture: Clean, well-manicured hands that aren’t too rough or excessively soft.


Control: The perfect handshake demonstrates authority, sincerity and action.


Duration: Letting go too quickly can indicate arrogance, while hanging on too long is just uncomfortable.














Why Some Seniors Consider Immediate Annuities








Immediate annuities are often compared to life insurance.


However, the question that must be asked is: Can they serve as a replacement?


With life insurance, you pay an insurance company regular premiums in exchange for a lump sum of cash paid out upon your death.


With an immediate annuity, you give an insurance company a lump sum of cash, and the insurance company starts paying you a stream of income right away. 


It’s a mirror image of a life insurance policy.


But is it really better?


While immediate annuities aren’t for all investors, they often appeal to individuals in retirement.


That’s because they start paying out right away. 


Many retirees like knowing they can count on a guaranteed income stream to pay the bills each month.


They like the fact that they won’t have to worry about outliving their retirement nest eggs. 


An immediate annuity can have different drawbacks, depending on whether it is fixed or variable.


In the case of a fixed annuity, which delivers a consistent payment, one drawback could be possible loss of purchasing power due to inflation.


In the case of a variable annuity, which delivers a payment that varies based on market returns, a drawback could be potentially high fees.


Still, immediate annuities may be worth exploring, as the payments may be higher than you would normally be able to obtain by investing in low-risk vehicles on your own - especially if you plan to live to a ripe old age. 


Your advisor can help you weigh the pros and cons and determine which vehicle is right for you. 


Contact your advisor to find out if an immediate annuity might be right for you given your individual financial circumstances and goals.








