Why It's Worth Joining a Frequent Flyer Program

It's always worth joining an airline's frequent flyer program, even if you don't fly with the same airline every time. 

Of course, the more flights you take, the more points you accrue. But you can also get extra points by staying in a hotel or renting a car with a company that takes part in the program. Some programs also offer a credit card that gives you points every time you spend money.

The real value of a frequent-flyer program comes when you accrue enough points to move to a higher status level. Higher levels give you access to things such as:

Access to the executive lounge

Increased miles allocation per flight

Ability to reserve unoccupied adjacent seats

Being first on the list when upgrades are offered on a flight that is full in economy class

