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When Windows 7 came out last October, developers of the operating system said it would perform better and be more user-centric than its predecessors in the Windows line. More important, they promised that users would not encounter the compatibility issues they experienced when migrating to Vista. 





For the most part, Windows 7 delivers on that pledge. Windows 7 has many nifty new features, including:


Advanced handwriting recognition


Support for virtual hard disks


Libraries that make it simpler to track files and put them where you want them


In addition, Windows 7 offers the following operating improvements over Vista or XP:


Quicker start-up, shutdown and arousal from standby mode


Better organization, as things are located where you expect them to be


A vastly improved taskbar with larger icons and preview options 


Jump lists so you can see recently used files and pin files to the list


Stronger security that is easier to control and less intrusive


Extended battery life and power-saving options such as adaptive display brightness


Centralized device control with printers, cameras, MP3 players, phones, keyboards and other plug-in devices all appearing in one place called the Device Stage


The knocks against Windows 7 are its high cost and poor driver support. Also, while Windows 7 is fully compatible with Vista, it is less easily upgraded from XP. 


As a final consideration, the minimum hardware requirement for all Windows 7 features to function properly is a 20-GB hard drive for a 64-bit architecture and 1-GHz processor. 














