How to Start Researching Your Family Tree
Researching family ancestry is becoming hugely popular. The thrill of discovery leads us forward on an exciting hunt.

In genealogy, which is the art of researching family trees, there are many uncertainties. Conflicting dates, mistaken identities, and vague memories can obscure the facts. One thing is certain: you. Begin by recording your own significant life events, such as birth, marriage, offspring, and so on. Then, follow your family line down to the roots of the tree.

There are many freely available forms to assist you in recording your family history. Such forms help you to know what to look for, as well as how to organize your discoveries. A quick online search for "Ancestor Charts" or "Pedigree Charts" will present many sources.

With the advent of the internet, genealogy has become easier and more fun. Through internet searches, you may discover that much work on your family tree has been done. Enter into search engine keywords that include your last name plus genealogy to find out what is already known. In addition to the Internet, libraries are wonderful sources of old newspapers and records. Some libraries maintain specific genealogy rooms. Other sources of information are:

Family memories and memorabilia - the stories, memories, photographs and documents held by your family members;
Church records - births, deaths and marriages; and
Government records - as well as data on births, deaths and marriages; the government has census data, historical archives, and property records.
