How to Decode the Car Wash Menu

There are a number of options available these days at a car wash. Following are some of the pros and cons associated with some of the most popular car wash choices:

Self-Serve: This is the most cost-effective solution. Expect to pay $1 or more for this coin-operated, high-pressure option. It can be inconvenient in inclement weather.

In-Bay Automatic: With an average cost of $10 to $50, quick wash, wax and drying equipment moves around the car while you sit in it. Unfortunately, it skips the interior as well as most details, but it often provides eco-friendly options as well as touchless lanes that avoid the use of brushes or other potentially harsh materials. 

Soft-Touch: Expect to pay $10 to $35. It is a superb choice for vehicles in need of extra attention. Soft-touch brushes cover the entire vehicle for superior dirt removal, followed by a hot wash treatment to help protect the car from future grime.

Total Detail: Starting at $100, a complete detail wash typically provides comprehensive cleaning both inside and outside the entire vehicle. It begins with a hand wash, wax and polish, followed by carpet cleaning, leather or vinyl treatment and even rust-proofing, and leaves every surface of the car looking like new.

