Get Framed for Less: 
Ideas for Stunning Art

Fortunately you don’t need to spend a fortune on framing solutions if you follow these simple steps and creative solutions.

Go Frameless: One of the quickest and least expensive methods is to simply go without a frame. This is especially easy with an oil or other painting where the artist uses studio edges.

Molding Makeover: Visit the local hardware store to purchase decorative molding and a miter box to create unique custom frames at a fraction of the cost. 

Custom Creations: Visit the dollar store, garage sales or other locations that sell inexpensive or used frames, then paint and decorate to match your décor. Trinkets, toys, fabric, glue gun and paint supplies should be all the tools you need.

Build It Yourself: Art supply stores often sell stretchers or other inexpensive framing solutions such as metal frames that must be assembled. Dress up an otherwise plain frame by using color matting, layers or other alternatives. 

Recycle: Buy old art posters or other framed objects, then simply replace with your own artwork. Simple, inexpensive and effective, especially for artwork with a minimalist style.

Trophy Art: Plaque mounting provides a distinctive appearance that works well, especially with “masculine” artwork. If your local art supply store doesn’t provide plaques, it is often easy to make your own, or visit the local trophy shop to have it done for you.

Think out of the Box: Use foam board or other backing to transform almost any object with an opening into a frame. From old windows to mirrors, you probably have a collection of items that could easily be transformed into one-of-a-kind frames.  Add a unique flair to your artwork by using frames of different dimensions for a stunning yet affordable framing solution. 

