A Guide to Smartphone Systems

Selecting a smartphone can be tricky, but it doesn’t require a PhD. The following is a rundown on some of the more popular operating systems and applications:

iPhone: The popularity of the iPhone shows no signs of slowing anytime soon. But one of the frustrations for business users has been trying to ensure that things like contact phone numbers on their iPhones are synced with data on their computers.

Android: This mobile operating system owned by Google has garnered a lot of attention and integrates seamlessly with a host of services offered by the search engine. Research company Canalys estimates that Android had 3.5% of the worldwide smartphone market in the third quarter of 2009.

Microsoft: Microsoft hopes its Windows CE operating system will garner market share from those who use the Symbian system. Microsoft is also adding Linux support in hopes of attracting a previously untapped market.

Nokia: In 2007, Nokia held 47% of the market, but it has been losing ground. Still, Nokia remains an industry standard because of its ease in syncing with both Windows and Mac systems as well as web mail and Exchange. 

